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Abstract

An Al-Qur’an interpreter is compulsory to have a set of sciences to enable him to
interpret Al-Qur’an in the right way. Arabic language and its branches are among
those required sciences. Abu Ja'far Al-Thahawi is one of the Islamic scholars
having various scientific disciplines and expertise, including the Arabic language
which is expertise making him to have authority to interpret AlI-Qur’an. This study
aims to investigate the roles of Arabic language in the commentary of Abu Ja far Al-
Thahafi and his concerns toward Arabic language in his commentary entitled
Ahkam Al-Qur’an Al-Karim. It employed analytical descriptive method and content
analysis by exploring and analyzing linguistic issues existing in his commentary.
This study reveals that the roles of Arabic language are very significant in the
commentary of Al-Thahafi. It is visible from its operational interpretation which
makes Arabic language as one of important pillars in his commentary. Amongst the
linguistic issues which are discussed, there are derivation, homonym, grammar,
syntax, arguing with Al-Qur’an and hadith toward a meaning, arguing with poems
and language figures. This study also asserts Al-Thahafi’s expertise in the field of
Arabic language which cannot be doubted.

Keywords: Ahkam Al-Qur’an Al-Karim, Al-Thahafi, Arabic linguistic.
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